
Thanks for my language consultant Joshua Sykes and Minaal Khan! They are pretty nice
to let me learn many interesting experience from their countries and lives. I always enjoy
talking with them.

I’ve learned so much about Korea from my partner Changhoon. He has opened my eyes
as to what it is like being an international student and I really appreciate the friendship
we’ve created over the past few weeks.

It has been truly inspiring to watch the international participants grow in confidence and
ability over the course of the semester. They have really shown me the importance of
perseverance and hard work and have taught me to not fear failure but to push through
regardless. I really admire their dedication to improving their English and presentational
skills. I have gained a much deeper appreciation for the amount of effort that non-
native speakers put into learning English.

I had a great time meeting new people and learning about their background during
VISAS Cafe!

I got to learn about Yingxue's research on childhood motivation through her teaching
demos and I love her joy and enthusiasm for the topic. She is an incredible teacher and I
love that I got to learn about something she cares so much about.

VISAS is such a wonderful program! I have enjoyed every meeting with my language
partner, Siyi Chen! We realized that we have a lot in common, from our love to travel to
our desire to cook and explore all around Charlottesville. I hope we can stay in touch
when her program ends and she goes back to China!

I have also loved going to as many VISAS Cafe events as possible! I became friends
with a few international partners that made me look forward to seeing them again each
Wednesday. I met Vini at the very first event, the International Mixer, in the line for
dumplings. I learned that he worked in a lab at UVA, and I work for UVA Sustainability's
Green Labs program. One day at work, I ran into Vini in his lab and got to see the
amazing work he does! Now every time I run into him, we catch up on VISAS and lab
updates. He is so sweet, and he makes my day every time I see him!
At this past VISAS Cafe night, I brought a few of my friends to see what VISAS is all about.
We chatted and became friends with Paldi and Mo, and we had a great evening
together!
I can't wait for next year and to continue staying involved with VISAS!

Participating in the weekly VISAS meetings every Wednesday has been to experience the
sense of belonging. They are very comforting meetings. I feel among friends. It has been
a pleasure to meet the participants and the volunteers.

I had such a wonderful time in VISAS this semester! My partner Xinzhu is so sweet and
wonderful, and was generous enough to share her tea with me, which was amazing to
try!
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I worked with Song Wang this semester and had a great time getting to know him! One
of my favorite memories with song was when we walked around old cabell. I got to show
him all the places in the hall and the practice modules and loved hearing the questions
he had. 

Luckily I knew Lauren through VISAS. She is such a nice, energetic and sunshine girl. Each
time I enjoyed talking with her!

We were sitting in Clark when we burst out laughing. Somehow, Shili and I ended up on
soccer and he showed me a video of disappointed Chinese soccer fans. As a soccer
fan from Argentina, I felt a sense of kinship with people I could understand on an
instinctual level even if we did not speak the same language. It was wonderful and I
thank Shili for that experience.

Koichi, I'm so grateful to have been your LC for the past two semesters! I always look
forward to speaking with you every week-- it is truly the highlight of my week. I learn so
much from you every week as you share your experiences with me and impart your
wisdom to me! I also love sharing my homemade Vietnamese food with you when I can.
I am so sad that you are graduating, but I also am so proud of you and all the hard work
you have done. I'm truly grateful to call you my friend, and I can't wait to see what the
future holds for you! We will keep in touch :) 

Xinyin (Anastasia), thank you for being such a wonderful partner! I love talking to you
every week as it is the highlight of my week and learning more about you. You're so
sweet, kind, and funny. I cannot wait for you to come to UVA next semester, so we can
finally meet in person! I'm very grateful to be your LC, and I hope to have more
conversations with you in the future :) Congrats on graduating high school, and I can't
wait to see you on Grounds very soon!

My VISAS partner was Zhaoxia Ma. At first, she was more quiet, but as the semester has
progressed, she has opened up a lot more. She loves cooking and taking photos. We
love learning about the other person's culture. It's great to think about how despite our
very different upbringings, we can relate about many things and appreciate our
differences. 

Thank you to all the wonderful ESLAs who volunteered in our ESL Classes each week. Your
encouragement, feedback, and friendly conversation helped our international students
improve their skills and adjust to life at UVA. Congrats to those who are graduating and
to everyone else, we hope you'll join us again another semester!

I volunteered with the night ESL class on mondays. One time we were supposed to be
asking eachother (ELSAs and ESL students) questions about our fields, and Andres
misheard and we talked about our favorite beers. It was funny when Mehdi pointed out
our mistake and then we got back on track. I really enjoyed my time with everyone in this
class.

I got introduce to different people, but I would like to thank my LC, Julia Duarte for her
time and cooperation through this journey. Overall, VISAS is really a nice platform,
particularly its volunteers staff. A big cheers to all of you! 
Thanks for your time and efforts for making VISAS a beautiful platform.



Fall semester I had the pleasure of getting to know Chen! He was such a wonderful
partner and our monday meetings are what made me get excited for the week to start. I
learned a lot about his Chinese culture and we bonded over our love for boba! My
favorite memory with him was taking him to the corner for the first time and gonig to
Moge tea. It warmed my heart to hear how he said it reminded him of home :) 
Spring semester I had a new partner, Insoo. While Insoo and I have an age gap, when I
talk to him it is like he is a second year as well! As we are both very family oriented, we
have bonded over our family stories and traditions. My favorite memory with Insoo this
semester was when he shared how he met his wife and I shared how my parents met. I
enjoy being able to vent my average teenage girl issues to him such as crushes,
homework, and pop culture drama!

The 911 students are awesome! So talented, friendly, and always working hard to perfect
their skills.

Nilba was the best partner I could've asked for, she's so kind and very studious! My
favorite memory was when we talked about idioms and laughed about how silly some
of them sounded!

It was great to get to know you this semester, and I wish you all the best in your Ph.D.
program! I always enjoyed our meetings and looked forward to our conversations. I
hope you have a great rest of your semester!

I’m so grateful for the relationships I’ve made as a result of VISAS wonderful Workplace
program. Working with the interns, my fellow volunteers, and especially my language
partner always brightens my Thursday evenings! I am so grateful for the ability to learn
about my language partner’s culture, family, and daily life. It has been such a blessing to
gain a friend with such a rich world-view and so much knowledge, humor and kindness
to offer!

I always appreciate the meaningful and funny conversations I have with my VISAS
partners!

I really enjoyed talking to the participants in VISAS Cafe. It was fun!

It was great getting to know Zeo this semester. We have both learned a lot from each
other and I appreciated hearing his perspectives on life during our weekly conversations.
One of my favorite memories of our meetings was when we decided to play tennis. I
enjoyed getting to know Zeo and practicing his English conversation skills with him - I
hope he learned as much from me as I learned from him!

I worked with Kang Yan this semester, and I really enjoyed and looked forward to all of
our meetings. He recommended me a fantastic book that I learned a lot from, and also
taught me a lot interesting of things I didn't know about China. He also taught me how to
play pool, which turns out to be much more fun than it appears to be. I really appreciate
that he is such an intelligent, thoughtful, and genuine person, as well as a fellow
bookworm.

I got to know Morteza over this semester, it was a lovely experience connecting over
literature, movies, and culture and learning a lot more about a place I'd never been. I
was lucky enough to randomly find a book based on a famous poetess from the city
he's from and it was really cool to connect over what I learned!



I wish to thank my VISAS participant for meeting with me weekly! During our weekly
meetings, I enjoyed the conversations we had. I believe I learned a lot more about the
culture in China, and it was really nice to hear someone else's perspective of how it is like
to live in a country that your parents use to live in. Understanding his perspective about
being an international student in America was also very interesting!

Thanks for all the hard work you have done this year!

I've had a great time this semester getting to know my VISAS mentee, and appreciate all
the support that the VISAS community has given to me as a Language Consultant. Over
the course of this semester, we've been to various places on Grounds such as the
Leander McCormick Observatory, School of Architecture, and the new Student Health
and Wellness building. Not only do these meetings provide us a great opportunity to get
some exercise in, we are also able to have meaningful conversations about our time at
UVA and personal experiences.

My visas mentor, travel partner, friend, future roommate Carson, I think I made the right
choice one year ago.

My partner is Wonkyo and I am so happy to have met him! We have explored so much
of Charlottesville and especially all the good food it has to offer! He has helped me
really appreciate this wonderful place!

I loved working with you this semester! Talking with you every Thursday was the best
part of my week. Thank you so much for sharing your cooking recipes and coming to
every session excited to learn English. Have an amazing summer, and I hope to see you
this fall!

The VISAS participants and volunteers that I have gotten to know are very special
people. They are all around amazing and awe-inspiring. Without VISAS, I wouldn't have
been able to meet such wonderful people. As much as I would like to say that as CC, I
help the participants but they have taught me more than I can ever recount. Everyone is
passionate about their specific area, humble in all respects, and just all around,
compassionate. I am so thankful for my time with VISAS and I can't wait to see how far
everyone will go!

My Language Consultant was Catrin Waters. Catrin was amazing. We talked about every
topic we found interesting. There were such interesting talks that we went over our time
and continued talking! I also want to appreciate Pia Alder for her amazing teaching skills
who learned us the most required skills we need during our graduate program.

Yingxue: It was such a surprise to find out that we're part of the same research lab! You
are great at interacting with students, and I love seeing your enthusiasm for your field of
study. It was also really fun going to K-Expo together. All in all, I appreciate you! 
Dawis: It was a lot of fun being your CC this semester. I always appreciated how you
made your presentations easy to follow and particularly liked that one presentation
where every slide was a question we had to answer. That's the kind of fun interaction
that I hope more TAs/professors can implement in their classes! 
Cheng: I really enjoyed being your CC this semester. I don't know anything about
systems engineering, but I always liked hearing your presentations, and after several
demos, I think I've definitely learned a thing or two! I really appreciate your natural sense
of humor that you always bring to the classroom. 



Dean is so kind and welcoming to everyone!

I had the best experience with my LC, Radina, and I am so grateful for it. It feels like I
made a new friend as well as improving my English and my confidence in my oral skills.
To Ada, Alexi, Manan, Aryaman: I enjoyed all my VISAS Cafe time thoroughly. I wish the
Cafe wouldn't end at all. It was nice to know you throughout this semester and it felt like
a relaxed space where I could leave all my worries behind. I learnt a lot in this short time
and contributing my time has developed confidence in me to interact with an audience
of different backgrounds. I am grateful for your company and wish you the best of luck
in life! I hope to keep this connection alive in future as well.

I unfortunately did not get the chance to meet many interns or volunteers this semester,
but their support in CAELC's ESL classes has made all the difference! Thank you for
taking part in VISAS and for your work.

I loved meeting all of the wonderful ITs and CC volunteers, everyone was so kind and
friendly!

Rachel Lin is very good Visas partner. I really enjoy the Sunday meeting with her!
Appreciate!

Sophia help me a lot with my graduate application, I just got a minimal TOEFL speaking
score for the program, and I got admitted! Can't imagine the situation without her ^_^

The CC 10s and CC 5s who have helped in ESL 911 this semester have done an
exceptionally excellent job. The warmth, encouragement, and detailed feedback have
contributed greatly to the ITAs' growth, both in language and culture!
Likewise, I'm very appreciative of the extracurricular work that the LCs have been doing
with our ITAs. Although these students sometimes wonder why they need to fulfill one
more requirement for our class amidst their very busy schedules, the ITAs typically feel
so happy and satisfied about their experiences once their LC meetings get underway.
To all of you: Please accept my heartfelt thanks and know that you are REALLY making a
difference! 
(Warm regards, Pia Adler)

As an international, I owe a big part of my social life to the Visas program. I have had
some great times with my LCs and other people I've got to know through Visas, and
have learned so much about the culture, people and last but not least, the English
language. I would like to send my appreciations to the entire family of Visas who make
this possible for internationals and let them know what a big of an impact they have on
our lives.

I was very happy to work with all of the International Participants as an ESL Assistant.
Helping them to improve their English skills was a valuable and enjoyable way to spend
my time, and I hope that they have benefited as much from this as I have!

I've been so fortunate to have such an amazing group of volunteers this semester!
Thank you!

Li Fan was great to get to know, seeing his progress throughout the semester was very
impressive! 



I love working with everyone involved because they are so kind and have so much to
share.

Thank you to all of my fellow volunteers and participants! You've made my first time
volunteering as an ESLA a wonderful and fulfilling experience, and I'm grateful for having
the opportunity to meet all of you!

I had a great time!

I'm an LC volunteer and my partner is Mr. Shutaro Hase. I learned a lot from Mr. Shutaro
more than he learned from me. I consider his education and dedication is an inspiration
to me. A hard and smart working person such as him is worthy to be mentored.
The participants were very enthusiastic and kind! It was awesome to see everyone’s
teaching skills progress over the semester

I really bonded with Judith over the semester. I'm very happy I had the opportunity to
meet her, and assist her in English learning. I'm really excited to be more involved with
MOVE the coming semester, and explore the language communities of the greater
Charlottesville area!

My VISAS International partner has truly become someone I consider a good friend. Our
discussions about the field of medicine, and comparisons between South Korea and the
United States were always a treat. From learning about her goals and motivations, I feel
that I've learned a lot of attributes to incorporate into my life. I commend my partner for
her hard work in the medical field, her religious pride, and how much she cares for her
children.

I have had such a wonderful time being a CC! I want to especially shout out Hyunsoo
Kwon and Li Fan -- it was so much fun (and educational) getting to watch your
teaching demonstrations. I appreciate the work and thoughtfulness that you both
consistently put into your presentations; y'all are going to be amazing TAs! So great
getting to know you both.

VISAS is such a cool organization for the ability to bring together so many people from
different cultures in one space where all of us (volunteers and participants) can learn
and grow together.

I found a great friend through the VISAS program.

I feel very lucky that Lauren could be my language consultant. Our talking covered many
topics and we were just chatting like friends. When I could not understand some words,
she would always patiently explain to me or show me pictures. This is one of my best
memories at UVA.

I got so much closer with my VISAS international partner, Zhuyuan Hu, this semester
through conversations. I learned so much from her as she is an extremely independent
and dedicated woman that I can look up to.

I loved how energetic and willing to participate everyone was in my ESL class!

Thank you for your help and willingness to speak English with us! 



To everyone who has attended VISAS Café at some point: Thank you. I absolutely love
seeing you all in the middle of the week. You have all made Café so much fun for me,
and I enjoy my work because of you. Whenever I have a hard week, I find comfort in
knowing that I get to see my VISAS family. Thank you for making college so much fun. 

Hi ITAs! It was really a pleasure to work with you guys this semester! I always looked
forward to meeting with you all every few weeks because you are all so kind and easy to
talk to! You were always so eager to learn, took the CC's feedback very well, and always
made sure to improve. I'm sure you all will become excellent TA's and I wish everyone the
best of luck in the future! Best wishes, Megan

Thank you for being an awesome language consultant partner, Jee! I always look
forward to our meetings every week. You are really fun to talk to and I have learned so
much about business, psychology, and cool places to travel to! I wish you the best of
luck with your new adventure and I hope we can meet in-person some day! In addition,
it has truly been an honor to have been the LC intern for the past 2 years. You all amaze
me and remind me why I love VISAS and this special community! You all have been
generous, flexible, innovative, patient, collaborative, considerate, and created such an
inclusive community! Thank you language consultants and international participants, for
being who you are: I am so grateful for each and every one of you. Thank you everyone
for being a part of VISAS and for being one of the best parts of my time at UVA! :)

I thoroughly enjoyed being able to help the International Participants in my class! It was
a valuable way to spend my time to help them acquire a critical skill. I hope that they
have gained as much out of it as I have!

All of you are super awesome! Thank you for this amazing initiative!

This was my first semester volunteering with VISAS, and I honestly did not know what to
expect. But now at the end of the semester, it has been one of my favorite things to be a
part of here at UVA. For the Spring 2022, I had the opportunity to watch Zeo and Fan
progress through the program. Their enthusiasm and the result of their hard work is
something I looked forward to seeing during my CC5 shifts.

It felt great being a small part of an effort that focuses on serving others. It felt being
able to help others navigate the initial hardships of adapting to a new country by
offering language support. I hope other can take the mantle and continue their support
to make our community more inclusive.

Deizi, it was so nice getting to know you this semester! I am constantly impressed by
everything that you share with me. You are so smart and have done so many cool
things in your life, and I know that you will just keep continuing to grow. You seem so
passionate about your dreams and aspirations, and that is so inspiring. You are such a
good English-speaker, and I wish you did not doubt yourself so much, but you have
already improved so much this semester, and I can't wait to see how much more you
improve. I hope that we are able to continue being VISAS partners next semester so I
can continue to learn about you and all of the amazing things that you do!

I am extremely grateful for VISAS, and I love it so much! I joined it my first semester of
first year, and I was hooked because of the all amazing people I met and all the fun
events there were. Words can't express how grateful I am to everyone in the VISAS
Program, and I wish everyone the best!



I very much appreciate the MOVE organizers for all their work fielding the requests,
clearly presenting the documents, and responding to questions about the translations.
I was in Cafe, so I met a lot of participants. I loved learning about everyone's cultures
and just getting to talk to people. I especially remember the potluck and all the good
conversations we had about food!

I loved seeing the growth of the TAs as I was a CC. I was able to see them become
more confident in their skills and it was really rewarding.

I had a really great and productive meetings. The VISA volunteer (Max) that I got to
know this semester was really patient and helped a lot to improve my English. We could
find an alternative time when we could not make it in the time we had planned. This was
really great!! He also motivated me a lot!!!!

I meet Aly, my LC via the VISAs. And she helps me a lot!

It has been a joy meeting with Hoseok Lee this semester. I am so grateful for our time
together and the friendship we grew.

I have really enjoyed meeting with my partner Jiachun! I've learned a lot about his
Chinese culture and I am grateful for his friendship!

The international students in the class I was volunteering in were all very intelligent and
kind hearted. They were some of the nicest and most interesting people I met at UVA,
and it is amazing how hard working they all are.

I got to know Xuanqi Yan this year and it has been really sweet becoming friends with
her. One of my favorite memories is when we had lunch together on a weekend and got
to know each other better over Chinese food. I have really appreciated our relationship
that has formed this semester and that I have been able to introduce her to my friends
and meet one of her friends as well!

I loved working to help my learner with their English skills and I’m grateful for all the work
they’ve put in this semester. I also loved getting to know others who have the same
passion for language learning as me!

Adela is really nice, warm, empathetic and has great insights into culture and nature,
both of which left great impression on me. It’s always a great pleasure talking with her.
I’d like to thank her for the great many talks we shared this semester:)

Pia! Thank you! I learned a lot from your class! Lovely Olivia! It’s a pretty good time to
spend with you!

Thank you, they were always thoughtful and nice

Shan, 
Thank you so much for getting to know you this semester. I really love talking to you
every Thursday afternoon and it was a highlight of my day. You have grown so much in
the semester and I am so proud of you. I hope you have an amazing summer!! 
-Nneoma



I am so honored to be a part of such an amazing community where I can immediately
give back too. I looked forward to meeting with my partner every week and getting to
know her and little more. I greatly appreciate my partner sharing about her childhood,
experiences, and career. I got to know so much about Chinese culture that I didn’t know
before. I am so blessed to have met such a humbling and bright women! I hope to stay
in touch with her throughout the year! 

I'm really appreciate to Cloe, Juliana, Ayaka, Megan, Angel, and Nadishanee, Hyunglok. It
was really precious time!

It was invaluable experience for the whole semester. I met amazing friend and got
learned a lot to pursue my career. I thank all to Liz, Abby, all CC, and my VISAS partner
Hannah

Thank you for your time, Christine! It was a pleasure meeting and speaking with you!
I got to know Naitong and about urban planning and water drainage a lot this semester.
I never thought so much effort was put into urban planning or turning a railroad into a
bike trail had so much to discuss about. I really enjoyed the urban planning knowledge I
gained from him this semester. If he sees this, Congratulations on graduating! I hope
you get into the program you're applying to!

I had a great time with my LC Chanyoung. I learned a lot from him, American culture,
education system, trend, and so on! I can't thank him enough!

Hi Lahye! I hope you enjoyed our meetings across this semester, because I definitely
found them very rewarding and I really enjoyed meeting with you each week! You were
so sweet and fun to talk to, and I loved our sessions even more after you gave me
homework to watch kdramas each week haha. I'll definitely shoot you a text once I finish
Hospital Playlist so we can talk about the ending more, and I hope we can find more
common things to talk about. Thanks again for being an awesome partner this
semester!!

my LC help me a lot on the oral part

Having our LC meeting on the lawn was so fun, and I am so glad we got to hang out
when we did!

Fan, I had a great time getting to know you throughout the semester. I feel like I learned
a lot about you and Chinese culture/life. It has made me more curious and grateful for
the things we each have and are given in life. Best of luck in the future. I hope to see you
again sometime wherever we end up.

Thank you so much to my partner for such a wonderful year! I greatly enjoyed getting to
know you (Ki Han Yoo). My favorite session was the one where we discussed economics
and financial government policy...I truly learned a lot from your expertise. Thank you also
for the Korean coffee you brought for me. I wish you good luck with the rest of your
studies!

I loved getting to know Rindou this semester! 

Everyone has grown a lot since out first meeting! Congrats on your hard work :)



This was a special semester for my partner and I as we got to meet in person for the
first time after meeting on Zoom for a whole semester! One day we talked about social
networking and media restraints across cultures and I was so excited to hear different
perspectives. We also had a lot of fun updating one another about trips, projects, events,
or other memories we've been making over the semester!

Thank you so much for your company during our meetings Liyue! I have loved getting to
know you and more about your life and culture. I appreciate our meetings and thank you
for making my first semester working with VISAS a great one!

Dear Ezekiel,
I want to thank you for a wonderful term. Your dedication and commitment to taking the
GED and achieving your goals has truly been inspiring. I have enjoyed learning more
about your background and family. I wish you all the best as you continue on your
journey and look forward hearing about all your accomplishments. 
Sincerely, 
Sarita Mithal

Noah Plott is a very funny LC who I have gotten to know recently. Yatong my partner is a
good friend of mine now.

I really enjoyed getting to know my language partner this semester! I know that he is
going to go on to do lots of great things here and I wish him all the best!

Dear Liwei,
I really enjoyed getting to know you this semester! Thank you for choosing me as your
partner and taking the time out of your day to talk to me. I learned so much from our
conversations about you, your culture, and all of the other interesting things we talked
about. I enjoyed having you as my first International Participant and I truly wish you well!
Rachel

Thank you so much for the opportunity to stretch my experiences, my mind, and my legs
as we walked and talked all semester.

Jingqiu has been an amazing partner this year!

I think this is a great opportunity to get to know other international students at the
University. I am not an international student myself, but it is a great social event which
has allowed me to learn a lot.

I've had the best time getting to know Guanyi this semester! Whether talking about
movies and music or travel, I always learned so much from our conversations and
looked forward to our weekly meetings a lot. The VISAS program as a whole has been
such a bright spot in my semester!

I really appreciate my LC this semester! I feel like my English has improved a lot this
semester, I remember the first time I met her, I barely can catch up with her speaking
pace. But I am very confident talking with her and any other people I met right now. The
meet every week has long been a promotion of my whole week. It help me to get rid of
staying in low mood and enjoy the campus life here. Also, she answered a lot of
questions I had about American culture. I know she will go to French this summer and I
hope her all the best in the future.



I met with Bea, a lovely public policy PhD student who makes amazing food and lights up
every conversation with her warm and kind energy!

Thanks, Jee, for being such a fun speaking partner! I’ve learned a lot from meeting you!

There were only two ITAs in my teaching demonstration group this semester, but both of
their lively personalities made the classroom feel full. I loved hearing about Carlos's trips
to Harrisonburg and Ashley's visits to the farmers' market. Both of them grew in their
formal presentation abilities, but it was the small talk that I cherished the most.

It has been so nice getting to know you over the past few months and having the
opportunity to make a new friend. Learning about what its like to grow up in China and
seeing the differences from life there to growing up in the US has been so interesting. I
look forward to getting to talk to you every week and I will always treasure this new
friendship.

This semester, I was really lucky to work alongside other great CC volunteers and ITAs. I
really loved watching my ITA group grow in their confidence! Ye Sun, Hyunjae, and Chris
improved so much and always made class a welcoming and fun environment. It's
always fun to learn about what the ITAs are studying, especially when they differ
extremely from undergrad CC's areas of study! They always have great patience when
we (the CCs) don't understand the concepts but we make do to practice the
presentation skills. Thanks for a great semester!

Yasas was an excellent partner to get to chat with! I looked forward to every meeting as
a time that I could just relax and get to know him. Thank you Yasas for always being a
highlight of my week!

I have been so grateful to get to know Changhong and JiHo over this past year, and to
spend so much time with them— they are wonderfully smart and funny! They have
graciously shared so much about themselves— their lives, opinions, thoughts, goals, and
interests— as well as sharing lots of snacks that they love as well. I have so appreciated
how they both care about me so sincerely, too, and are so authentically interested in
hearing my thoughts and having meaningful conversation together. Thank you to you,
Changhong and JiHo, for a wonderful year!

I was recommended to VISAS by a friend, and I was really nervous at first. I'm very shy,
so I didn't know if I would be able to keep up the conversation. Thankfully, I got a very
good partner! I loved being about to learn about the cultural contrasts between the US
and China. It was so interesting to see how different our experiences were and are! I'm
very glad Zhixing was my partner, and I can't wait to see all the research he does!

It was such a fun time listening to your fields of study. You all are such wonderful people,
and I’m so excited for you all to become TAs. I really appreciate how considerate you
guys are and your genuine want for teaching others and improving.

I learned about this program through a classmate from China. I’ve never been there and
I appreciate the fact that UVA connects me with people from different cultures. Now I
ask her how to say things in Chinese and it’s the nicest thing to get to share that (aside
from school)



I feel very lucky that Lauren could be my language consultant. Each time we had
different topics and I really enjoyed talking to her. She is a sunshine girl and also she is
very patient with my terrible English. I specially liked watching the movie together at her
dorm, and having the picnic at the lawn. This was one of my best time at UVA!😃

Ethan, thank you for talking about cats with me! I appreicate your curiosity and
openness!

I wanted to show my partner the Rotunda because he hadn't seen it before and that
was the day that I found out that there's a "downstairs" level to the Rotunda... three years
at UVA and I had no idea!!

I like VISAS a lot the reason why I appreciate it because I feel that they are REAL human
beings and they are so helpful, handy, innovative, and beautiful volunteers! Ada is an
incredible and Lovely person!

so grateful to have met my VISAS international partner, asanka. such an amazing person
with a kind heart!

Although I did not join this semester, I was part of this program in the last two semesters.
It helped me to understand US culture and get to know others culture as well as cope up
with it.


